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Panel Presentations from Organizations 

Speakers:  Rhiannon Barry and Josefina Perez–Niagara Folk Arts Multicultural Centre, New Horizon Grantee 

Naseema Dar and Wesal Abu Qaddum’s–Reh’ma Community Services, New Horizons Grantee  

Rochella Vassell–Elder Abuse Ontario 

Key points:  

 It is important to broaden societal understandings and language surrounding elder abuse. 

 It is critical to capture prevalence statistics on elder abuse in immigrant communities.  

 It is imperative to support older adults to live free of abuse and social isolation. 

 

 

Roundtable Discussions: Sharing Knowledge: Current Programs, Policies, and Activities 

 

Question # 1: Please describe how resilience and strengths of older adults is incorporated in your elder 

abuse prevention and intervention program/policy/activities.  

Key points:  

 Greater efforts need to ensure that older adults guide the design of strategies to prevent or intervene 

against elder abuse, based on their insights and knowledge about the problem.  

 It is important to engage ethno-cultural community groups to function as cultural brokers in 

supporting older adults and in creating bridges between researchers and communities.  

 Increased knowledge about the resilience and strengths of older adults and community capacity 

building will enable policy makers to develop more effective policy.  

 

Question # 2: Please describe how leadership of older adults and community capacity-building are 

incorporated in your work toward elder abuse prevention and intervention program/policy/activities. 

Key points:  

 Community capacity-building is a critical element in addressing elder abuse; however, due to 

limitations in resources and the elevated demands of service provision, community capacity-

building is often not prioritized. 

 Creating spaces for knowledge sharing between various stakeholders, especially intergenerational 

spaces, is valuable to community capacity-building.  

 

Question # 3: What questions would you like to bring to the attention of researchers? 

Key points: (Reported here as presented by the attendees) 

Practice and Intervention Recommendations 

 What strategies can we use to effectively reach marginalized and/or hard-to-reach older adults 

experiencing abuse? 

 What can we do to help older immigrants speak out without fear?  

 How can we build capacity among older adults with severe physical and mental disabilities?  

 In a multicultural society, how can we find a common approach to develop best practices for elder 

abuse? 

 How can doctors be trained to identify and report elder abuse? 

 How do we improve communication and collaboration across sectors (e.g., health and law)? 



Policy Considerations 

 What role can the government of Canada play to ensure older immigrants learn functional skills that 

are necessary for them to live in Canada? 

 What programs can be implemented to create more affordable housing for older immigrants? 

 How do we obtain sustainable funding for projects and/or programs? 

Research Implications 

 What theoretical frameworks can inform research about elder abuse? 

 How can we ensure research findings and key messages are relevant to older adults? 

 What research can be done to address systemic issues that perpetuate elder abuse among 

immigrants?  

 How can research inform interventions for the victim as well as for the abuser to develop better 

relationships? 
 
 

Session 3: Research Presentations  

Speakers:  Dr. Christine Walsh, University of Calgary; Dr. Ann Kim, York University 

                   Dr. Vappu Tyyskä, Ryerson University; Dr. Atsuko Matsuoka, York University (Chair) 

Key points: 

 There is a lack of published elder abuse intervention studies that focus on leadership and resilience 

of older adults and community capacity-building.  

 Victims and service providers have diverse understandings of elder, and we need to better 

understand these differences and their effect on service provision. 

 The concept of ‘structural ambivalence’ refers to older adults in immigrant communities feeling that 

they have to remain grateful, and so not verbalize their concerns. 

 It is important to be aware of the values of families, communities, and society, as well as values 

perpetuated in the system, such as the ideology of familism. 

 Considering alternative intervention approaches to elder abuse such as restorative justice is vital to 

older adults.  

 There are gaps in knowledge about older adults from war-torn nations. 

 

Q & A Discussion – Key points: 

 It is important to involve older adults in all phases of research about elder abuse.  

 There is an increased need to spread knowledge about alternative methods of intervention for 

improving relationships with significant others such as with family.  

 It is important to develop interventions at the individual and systemic level that may strengthen 

cross-sectoral collaboration.  

 Greater collaboration between academia and community is required to understand and share best 

practices and types of intervention. 

 

 

Top 5 Messages to Ethnic Media 

 If not you, then who? If not now, then when? 

 Elder abuse occurs in all cultures, religions, and languages. 

 It is not your fault, you are not alone.  

 Portray older adults in a positive light. 

 Get connected, get involved. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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